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Dear Friends and Colleagues, 
Dear all, 

After seven months in CEDEJ Khartoum as an intern 
working on EU Migration policies in Sudan, Vladimir 
Cayol (graduated from Paris 1 Panthéon-Sorbonne) 
was replaced by Abir Nur last May. Abir, who has 
a particular interest in gender and feminist studies, 
undergraduated from Paris 1, will join the Ecole des 
Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales in September. 
She will be working in CEDEJ Khartoum until the end 
of August (abir.nur@cedejkhartoum.com). 

Scientifiic activities in CEDEJ Khartoum have re-
mained quite high from March to June 2018. We 
notably had the pleasure to host colleagues from 
abroad, among which Dr. Jan Záhořík, from the 
University of West Bohemia and Vice Dean of the 
Departement of Middle East Studies; and Dr. Jean-
Pierre Bat, a French historian currently working for 
the Centre for Analysis, Prevision and Strategy of 
the French Ministry of Foreign Affairs. We also just 
welcomed Yasmin Bijani, a doctoral candidate at 
the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, who will 
spend a few weeks in Khartoum, researching on 
transboundary water cooperation in the Eastern Nile 
and, more specifically, multi-track diplomacy.

Please note that our institute will remain open during 
the Summer, from 9am to 5pm.

We look forward hosting you in CEDEJ Khartoum, 
notably at the occasion of our seminars. 

Dr. Jean-Nicolas Bach

Coordinator CEDEJ Khartoum
jeannicolas.bach@cedejkhartoum.com
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Upcoming Events
Congratulations to...
Seminars &Workshops
International conferences
Publications
Transient Students/Researchers in Sudan

In September, Susanne Jaspars (SOAS) and Margie Bu-
chanan-Smith (ODI) will present the results of their Report 
on Migration in/from Dafur, sponsored by the Research En-
dowment Fund of the EU-Trust Fund for Migration and the 
Netherland Embassy - a project led in collaboration with the 
University of Khartoum, Oxfam Sudan, and CEDEJ. 

Paul Hayes 
‘Sudanese Wresting in East Nile’, 
6 September - CEDEJ Khartoum

Bashir Sherif
A History of Jihadism

27 September - CEDEJ Khartoum

 Seminar ‘Being Arab, Muslim, and Sudanese’ 
a reseach program led by Barbara Casciarri (Paris 
8 University-LAVUE), with CEDEJ Khartoum and the 

University of Khartoum, Faculty of Economic and Social 
Studies.

13-14 October 

Azza Abdel Aziz
‘Muslim Minorities within South Sudanese’

18 October  - CEDEJ Khartoum

Mohamed A.G. Bakhit
‘South Sudanese Refugees in Sudan and Uganda Bor-

ders: refugee systems and community citizenship’
15 november - CEDEJ Khartoum

https://cedejsudan.hypotheses.org


Congratulations to...
...Khadidja Medani, who just received a doctoral scho-
larship for three years from the University Panthéon-Sor-
bonne, Paris 1, in order to conduct her PhD research on 
student mobilities in the Sudanese context. We wish her a 
great journey and success in our stimulating world of aca-
demic research.

...Dr. Anne-Laure Mahé who received the Bélan-
ger-Andrew Award for her PhD, considered by the Cana-
dian Society of Political Science as the best Thesis written 
in French this year. Anne-Laure, a CEDEJ Khartoum as-
sociated researcher, defended her PhD in the Political 
Science Departement of the Univeristy of Montréal. More 
details here

.. the PhD students from the University of Khartoum, Fa-
culty of Economic and Social Studies who obtained a 
Scholarships from CEDEJ Khartoum - 2018-2019: 
Bashir Sherif (an already important contributor to our acti-
vities, from the Department of Political Science), 
Ibrahim M.A. Ali (Department of Economics), 
Sara Kamal Yousif (Department of Economic), and 
Mohamed Gebrail Hag (Department of Econometrics and 
Social Statistics). 

We are also very glad to welcome our new Associate re-
searchers: 

Dr. Luisa Arango, Maîtresse de Conférences (Assistant 
professor)  in anthropology, researching and teaching in the 
University of Strasbourg, France.

Henny Ziai, a PhD Student from Columbia University, New 
York, United States, researching on the history of indebte-
dness and resistance, from the Ottoman-Egyptian occupa-
tion in the 19th century until the present day. 

Zachary Mondesir, a Ph.D. student in the Anthropology 
Department at the University of California - Los Angeles. 
His research focuses on South Sudanese journalists, politi-
cians, and intellectuals in Khartoum and Nairobi, exploring 
how they think through regional belonging, race, and politi-
cal community between East and North Africa.

Dr. Samar Al-Bulushi, is a University of California Pre-
sident’s Postdoctoral Fellow in the Department of Anthro-
pology at the University of California, Irvine. She completed 
her PhD in Anthropology at Yale. Her research interests 
are broadly concerned with security, migration, geopolitics, 
elites, diplomacy, and transnational governance in East 
&Horn of Africa. Her work has appeared in Transforming 
Anthropology, Africa is a Country, Jacobin, Intercepted, The 
Guardian, Al-Jazeera, and Pambazuka News.

Katarzyna Grabska participated in a roundtable discus-
sion on the use and the meaning of arms in armed conflicts 
at the Museum of Design in Lausanne, Switzerland, 17 
May 2018 - Roundtable debate was moderated by Mat-
thias Bruggmann, photographer, winner of the second 
Elysée Prize for a project on Syria. Participants included: 
Katarzyna Grabska, social anthropologist, Associated Re-
searcher CEDEJ Khartoum, specialist in power relations, 
gender and generations in conflict situations, civil wars, 
exile and displacement. Senior Researcher at the Global 
Migration Centre in Geneva and Assistant Professor at the 
International Institute of Social Studies in The Hague, The 
Netherlands, Robin Udry, Secretary General of PROTELL, 
Swiss Society for Liberal Law on Weapons, Representative 
of the Small Arms Survey, in Geneva.

On 11-13 May 2018, ISS lecturer Katarzyna Grabska and  
Cindy Horst, Research Professor at the Peace Research 
Institute in Oslo (PRIO), participated in teaching a course 
on conflict, migration and displacement in Baku, Azerbai-
jan. Held at Peace Research Institute in Oslo (PRIO) by 
the International Centre for Migration Policy Development 
(ICMPD) in Vienna, the course was part of an EU-funded 
MOBILAZE project (‘Support to the Implementation of the 
Mobility Partnership with Azerbaijan’).

Munzoul A.M. ASSAL & Mohamed A.G. BAKHIT from 
the University of Khartoum, “Urbanization Dynamics in Su-
dan and Greater Khartoum.  Anthropological Insights on 
Identity Issues and Socio-spatial Justice”, LAVUE Institute, 
Paris 8, Thursday 21 June. Details here

2nd Workshop of the AUF Program “Being Arab, Muslim, 
and Sudanese”, 20 June 2018. University Paris 8, coordi-
nated by Barbara Casciarri, with CEDEJ Khartoum and 
the University of Khartoum. With Prof. Monzoul Assal, 
Dr. Alice Franck, Dr. Elena Vezzadini, Dr. Mohamed Ba-
khit, Dr. Mohamed Babiker, Dr. Stefano Manfredi, Dr. 
Francesco Staro, Ahmad MBaye, Philippe Gout, Kha-
didja Medani, Clément Deshayes.

Dr. Enrico Ille, in collaboration with Mohamed Salah, «The 
fate of date palms in the northern Sudan’s landscapes of 
vulnerabilities”, joint seminar CEDEJ & Department of So-
ciology and Social Anthropology, Wednesday 2 May 2018.

Vladimir Cayol, “European migration policies: The case of 
the EUTF in Sudan”, Wednesday 25 April, CEDEJ Khar-
toum.

Seminars and 
Workshops

http://pol.umontreal.ca/departement/nouvelles/une-nouvelle/news/anne-laure-mahe-recoit-le-prix-belanger-andrew-45132/
http://www.aus.univ-paris8.fr/IMG/pdf/conference_assal_bakhit_lavue_paris_8_21_juin_2018.pdf
https://cedejsudan.hypotheses.org/arabness-islamity-sudanness-auf-pcsi-program-2018-2020
https://cedejsudan.hypotheses.org/arabness-islamity-sudanness-auf-pcsi-program-2018-2020


Khadidja Medani, «When religion opens doors to migra-
tion. The case of Islamic Universities Students in Khar-
toum», Wednesday 4 April, CEDEJ Khartoum

Stefano TURRINI, “Cotton, Sugar, and Alfalfa: Changing 
Patterns of Agricultural Development in Sudan”, Monday 
26 March, CEDEJ Khartoum 

Harry CROSS, “Banking and Finance in Sudan, 1956-
1970”, Thursday 8 March, CEDEJ Khartoum

François Burgat, “No Spring for Syria?”, Monday 5 March, 
CEDEJ Khartoum

François Burgat, «Yemen, lo-
cal crisis, global causes», with 
the Centre of Diplomatic Stu-
dies, University of Khartoum, 
Wednesday 7 March.

Barbara Casciarri, “Crossed 
Insights from Anthropological 
Fieldworks at the Periphery 
of Arab-Muslim World, Su-
dan-Morocco”, Thursday 1 
March, CEDEJ Khartoum

International 
Conferences

18 April 2018, 15:00 – 18:00 
Meeting room of the Water Research Center 

University of Khartoum, Faculty of Engineering

Coord. Emanuele FANTINI

The University of Khartoum, Faculty of Social Science, 
Center for Diplomatic Studies and the Water Research 
Center, in collaboration with CEDEJ Khartoum and IHE 
Delft Institute for Water Education organize an internatio-

nal workshop on the role of media and scientific communi-
cation in conflicts and cooperation over the Nile. 

The goals of the workshop are:  to present the preliminary 
findings of a research on Nile media debates in Ethiopia 
and Egypt and to discuss how to extend it to Sudan; to 
watch and discuss three videos portraying the visual di-
mension of Nile debates in the Eastern Nile countries.  

The research and the video are part of the project “Open 
Water Diplomacy. Media, science and transboundary 

cooperation in the Nile basin” bringing together resear-
chers and journalists from different Nile countries to foster 

constructive communication on Nile water issues. 

Opening remarks by Dr. Elwasila Saeed (Dean of the 
Faculty of Economic and Social Studies, University of 

Khartoum) 

First session: presentation of the research on Nile media 
debates in Ethiopia and Egypt

Iginio Gagliardone (University of Wits)  
Abeer Rabei (University of Leiden)  

Wondwosen Michago Seid (University of Lundt) 
Emanuele Fantini (IH Delft Institute for Water Education) 
Discussants: Sarah Elbeely (Center for Diplomatic Stu-

dies), Ana Cascao (independent researcher)

Second session: Screening of three videos on media, 
science and water diplomacy by Water Journalists Africa 

and discussion with the authors
“Smile on the Nile” by Dagim Terefe (Ethiopia 2017),  
“Coherence and aggression” by Ishraga abd Arrhman 

(Sudan 2017),  
“Hate speech on the banks of the Timeless River” by Sa-

faa Salah (Egypt 2017). 
Moderator: Fredrick Mugira (Water Journalists Africa)

Media, Science and Trans-
boundary Cooperation in the 

Nile Basin

Final Conference of the 
International Panel on Exiting Violence
Beirut, 20-22 June 2018 
Azza Abdel Aziz Yacoub et Jean-Nicolas Bach parti-
cipated as members of the group on « Independentism, 
Secession and State formation », coordinated by Adel Ba-
kawan. 

For more 
details on 
the FMSH 
and IPEV 
programme, 
see here

http://ipev-fmsh.org


Please find on the following link the latest Reports of the 
Observatory (CEDEJ Khartoum – CERI Sciences Po Pa-
ris): 

Markus Hoehne
Elections in Somaliland 2017 and their Aftermath

Note 5 - April 2018

Summary: In November 2017, a presidential election was 
held in Somaliland. This report focuses on the technical 

and political aspects of the most recent voters-registration 
and the election. For the first time in Somaliland’s history 
(and even world-wide), biometric technology in the form 

of iris scanners was used to diminish multiple voting. This 
report also looks at the immediate aftermaths of the elec-
tion. The result of the election was contested, which led 
to tensions and some violent confrontations between the 
supporters of the main opposition party that had lost and 
the government forces. The report concludes by outlining 
report concludes by outlining the main political and econo-

mic challenges currently existing in Somaliland

Roland Marchal
Mutations géopolitiques et rivalités d’États : la Corne 

de l’Afrique prise dans la crise du Golfe 
Note 4 - Mars 2018

Résumé : Le déclenchement de la crise du Golfe en juin 
2017 a profondément affecté les pays de l’autre rive de 
la mer Rouge, en dépit souvent d’une neutralité affichée 
mais privée de tout contenu. Cette militarisation des poli-
tiques de voisinage ne produit pas pour autant un nouvel 

ordre régional plus cohérent ou apaisé. Au contraire. Mais, 
au-delà des péripéties de cette crise, on voit poindre de 
nouvelles politiques internationales portées par d’autres 
puissances émergentes comme la Turquie et surtout la 

Chine, voire à terme la Russie

More information on the Observatory here

Publications Jean-Nicolas Bach & Clélie Nallet, “Conceptualizing the 
middle class in a developmental state: Narratives and ex-
pectations in Ethiopia”, African Affairs, online 

Katarzyna Brabska, “Women and arms in conflicts”, Ligne 
de mire Catalogue, MUDAC: Lausanne). The article was 
published as part of the catalogue that accompanies an ex-
hibition Line of sight currently at Museum of Contemporary 
Design (MUDAC) in Lausanne, Switzerland (MUDACO). 
With ligne de mire, mudac focuses on the world of firearms, 
examining it through the lens of design and contempora-
ry creation. The first exhibition of its kind in Switzerland, it 
addresses in a critical and targeted way our paradoxical re-
lationship with these ambiguous objects that are both fasci-
nating and repulsive, visceral and murderous. 

Alice Franck, translated by Oliver Waine, “Land Insecurity 
in Khartoum: When Land Titles Fail to Protect Against Pu-
blic Predation”, Metropolitics, 6 June 2018, online
 

Anthropology of Law in Muslim Sudan. Land, Courts 
and the Plurality of Practices (Brill 2018)
Barbara Casciarri, University Paris 8, France.
Mohamed A. Babiker is, University of Khartoum
Anthropology of Law in Muslim Sudan analyses the 
hybridity of law systems and the plurality of legal prac-
tices in rural and urban contexts of contemporary Su-
dan, shedding light on the complex relation between 
Islam and society. 

Focusing on two ma-
jor domains, land 
property and courts, 
several case studies 
demonstrate the rele-
vance of an approach 
based on “legal prac-
tices” to underline, 
first, the plurality and 
hybridity of law sys-
tems and the relative 
role of the Islamic re-
ference in Sudanese 
society, and, secondly, 
the reshaping of legal behaviors and norms after the 
breaking point of South Sudan’s independence in 2011.

Contributors are: Zahir M. Abdal-Kareem; Azza A. 
Abdel Aziz; Musa A. Abdul-Jalil; Munzoul M.A. As-
sal; Mohamed A. Babiker; Yazid Ben Hounet; Barbara 
Casciarri; Baudoin Dupret; Philippe Gout; Enrico Ille.

Extract from Brill online Summary

http://www.sciencespo.fr/ceri/fr/content/observatoire-de-l-afrique-de-l-est

http://www.sciencespo.fr/ceri/fr/content/observatoire-de-l-afrique-de-l-est

 https://academic.oup.com/afraf/advance-article-abstract/doi/10.1093/afraf/ady021/5051844?redirectedFrom=fulltext 

http://www.metropolitiques.eu/IMG/pdf/met-franck-en.pdf
http://www.brill.com/products/book/anthropology-law-muslim-sudan


jeannicolas.bach@cedejkhartoum.com

cedejsudan.hypotheses.org

Ambassade de France au Soudan
s/c valise diplomatique. 

13 rue Louveau 92438 Châtillon Cedex

Institutional affiliations

Partners
University of Khartoum

Faculty of Economic and Social Studies, UofK
Les Afriques  dans Le Monde

CEDEJ Cairo
Université Paris 8
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Transient Students & 
Researchers
Yasmin Bijani, doctoral candidate at the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology. My research is on transboundary 
water cooperation in the Eastern Nile and, more specifical-
ly, multi-track diplomacy

Dr.  Luisa Arango (coord.), Eurydice Devos (Master Stu-
dent), Aurélien Losser (Master Studant), Alice Noulin 
(Haute Ecole d’Art du Rhin), conducted their field work for 
SAVNAT research project. Anthropology. See the program 
details online

Lucie Révilla is a PhD student in Political Sociology affi-
liated to Sciences Po Bordeaux/LAM.

Paul Hayes, PhD 
Candidate, College 
of Arts and Social 
Sciences, Australian 
National University, 
Canberra. Social an-
thropology. Paul has 
been researching on 
wrestling in Sudan.

Henny Ziai, is an PhD student studying the history and po-
litics of modern Sudan at Columbia University, in New York.

Michelle Meiners, student of the Research Master of 
Cultural Anthropology: Sociocultural Transformation at the 
Utrecht University (The Netherlands).

Anael Poussier, PhD Candidate, University Paris 1, Pan-
théon Sorbonne. History.

Stefano Turrini, Phd candidate in Geography at the Uni-
versity of Padova, Italy. Before the Phd, he graduated in 
‘Local Development’. His research is part of a longstanding 
interest of the Department of Geography in Padova about 
agriculture in arid and semi-arid areas, especially in the 
Sub-Saharan Africa.

Mathieu Robain, Master Student, master thesis filed work 
on Syrian mobilities in Sudan. Geography.

Harry Cross, PhD Candidate, Durham University. History

Former Newsletters online Here

Pictures 
Fredrick 
Mugira

http://cedejsudan.hypotheses.org
http://www.uofk.edu/index.php?lang=en
http://fess.uofk.edu/index.php?lang=en
http://www.lam.sciencespobordeaux.fr
https://cedejsudan.hypotheses.org/category/savnat-afrique-2
https://cedejsudan.hypotheses.org/category/posts/cedej-publications/newsletter

